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FIRE BRIGADES UNION ANNOUNCES NEW STRIKE DATES 
 
The Fire Brigades Union (FBU) has announced that its members will take part in three periods 
of strike action next weekend, as follows: 
 

Friday 2 May between noon and 5pm 

Saturday 3 May between 2pm and 2am (on Sunday 4 May) 

Sunday 4 May between 10am and 3pm 
 
The FBU is in a national dispute with central Government over changes to firefighters’ pensions 
and working arrangements.  The action will involve firefighters working in Berkshire and Royal 
Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service (RBFRS) has put contingency arrangements in place to 
provide a level of cover during periods of strike action. 
 
The message from Chief Fire Officer Any Fry is to take extra care.  He said: “We are urging 
people to be exceptionally careful during the forthcoming strike action.  As with previous periods 
of strike action, we will still be answering and responding to 999 calls, although we will be 
prioritising ‘life critical’ incidents, such as house fires and road traffic collisions where people are 
trapped.    
 
“There are lots of simple steps you can take to help keep yourself and your family safe.  These 
include ensuring you have smoke alarms fitted to every level of your home and testing the 
batteries weekly to make sure they are in good working order.  It is also important to make an 
escape plan in advance, so you and everyone you live with knows how to get out of the house 
quickly and safely in an emergency.   
 
“The strike action will take place over the bank holiday weekend when you may be entertaining 
visitors.  As such, please remember to take extra care when cooking.  If the weather allows, this 
advice also applies to barbecues.  It is also essential to keep barbecues well away from sheds, 
fences and trees, and to use only approved lighter fuels – never petrol or paraffin – and only 
use on cold coals. 
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“Please also be careful not to overload your electrical sockets and if you or anyone in your 
household smokes, make sure cigarettes are properly extinguished when you’ve finished them.  
You may also be planning to visit family or friends over the weekend, so if you are driving, 
please take extra care on the roads. 
 
“We are also asking people to reduce demand during the strike period by only calling 999 in a 
genuine emergency.  For non-emergencies, please call the appropriate organisation – for 
example, a locksmith if you are locked out of your house or the local authority if a tree has 
fallen in the road.  If you do have a fire, our advice remains to get out of the house, stay out and 
call 999." 
 
For more fire safety advice and information on the industrial action visit www.rbfrs.co.uk 

 

ENDS. 
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